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There are twenty-three basket forms, each having a separate name from 
its function in domestic economy or in ceremony. 

Ornamentation in Tlingit basketry is effected by weaving, by paint- 
ing, and by added objects. The designs when painted are free-hand, but 
when woven in are delightfully conventionalized. It is suggested that 
the absence of totemism in the basket designs points to the origin of this 
art in the porcupine quill work of the inland Athapascan tribes. It will 
be found, however, on reading Lieutenant Emmons' monograph that the 
lore of the Tlingit is hiding in the decoration. The woodworm track, 
the lightning, the butterfly, shark's tooth, bear's track, arrow feather, 
fire weed, rainbow, shadow of a tree, raven's hood, salmon berry, tattoo 
marks, shaman's hat, waves, geese flying, and many more have vastly 
different inclusions in a Tlingit woman's mind. Fifty-one separate 
designs are worked out and named, so that any one having a collection of 
Tlingit basketry will have no difficulty in understanding the symbolism. 
The plates further show forms, uses, and symbols in combination. 

O. T. Mason. 

Risumide F ouvrage sur les modifications de I' ' organisme pendant la periode 
de la puberti de 10 a 20 ans . . . Par le Prince N. W. Viasemsky. 
Paris: L. Marethieux. 1902. 15 pp. 

This is a brief resume, containing only general arguments and conclu- 
sions (no statistics or tables), of Prince Viasemsky's extensive work in 
Russian, Ismenenia organisma v periode sformirovania. The original 
monograph, with 278 tables and 43 diagrams, treats in detail of the re- 
sults of the investigation of 4872 children between ten and twenty years 
of age in the schools of St Petersburg. The physical data were obtained 
from 2177 boys, the psychic from 892 girls and 342 boys, the patholog- 
ical from 1 46 1 boys. The influences of race, social status, school, hered- 
ity, stature, general physical constitution, intellectual development, con- 
duct, cephalic index, blond and brunet types, etc., are considered. 
The principal conclusions reached are : School attendance influences 
early childhood favorably, but is pernicious at a later age. It helps the 
weak, but exercises no influence upon the bodily evolution of the robust. 
The less endowed intellectually excel those better endowed in physical 
development. The growth of the body is more regular with " good " 
than with "bad" pupils. Tall individuals develop sooner than short. 
Brachycephalic individuals have less increase in growth of body than 
dolichocephalic, but the growth of the latter is more energetic (and 
sooner ended). Blonds have a longer period of evolution of the organ- 
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ism than brunets. Among the factors that accelerate puberty are : 
Warm climate and high temperature, favorable conditions of existence, 
good and abundant food, too warm clothing, too soft beds and furniture, 
too warm rooms, etc. It appears sooner in the city than in the country, 
in the well-to-do than in the poor, in the plain than in the mountain, in 
the short than in the tall, in the robust than in the weak, in the bright 
than in the dull, in "good " than in " bad " pupils, in brunets than in 
blonds, in the nervous and excitable than in the calm and lymphatic. 

Puberty in general is immediately preceded by a general condition of 
the organism making it less fit for physical and intellectual work. School 
retards puberty and its onset is marked by a diminution of good conduct. 
Curricula for boys 14-16 years of age and girls 12-14 should be reduced 
to a minimum ; both before and after puberty the cerebral activity of the 
organism and its physical resistance are lowered. At puberty all the 
organs are increased in their activities and the organism augments in all 
its dimensions. The true physical and intellectual type of man acquires 
his definite traits only after the pubertal period. Prince Viasemsky's 
work is important for both anthropologists and psychologists. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

Die Ekstase in ihrer kulturellen Bedeutung. Von Professor Dr Thomas 

Achelis. Berlin: Ra.de. 1902. 226pp. 

This book, which is the initial volume of the series Kulturprobleme 
der Gegenwart, edited by Leo Berg, contains six chapters : Origins of 
ecstasy, ethnographic and culture-historical survey, the psychological 
basis and significance of ecstasy and similar phenomena (ecstasy ; som- 
nambulism, visions, hallucinations ; dance; hypnosis), the social signifi- 
cance of ecstasy, the ethical significance of ecstasy, the significance of 
ecstasy for art. The author is founder and editor of the Archiv filr Re- 
ligionswissenschaft and one of the best equipped of German ethnologists. 
The style is pleasing and the subject sympathetically treated. 

Widespread in all ages and among all peoples has been the effort to 
rise by some means above the mere everyday level. This common human 
longing has often employed very material and dangerous things to this end. 
The materia extatica of mankind is legion, the Polynesian kava, the 
American tobacco and peyote, the Oriental hashish, the wine of the 
Mediterranean, the beer of central and northern Europe, the Hindu 
soma, southern Asiatic opium, the alcohol and other drugs of modern 
civilized races, are but a few of them. Subtler ways (cruel enough some- 
times) of producing ecstasy have been or are now in vogue, such as the 



